Migration of a ventricular tapping reservoir into the third ventricle.
The authors present a case of migration of a ventricular tapping system into the third ventricle of a 6-year-old boy who is was born prematurely. As an infant, the patient was treated with serial lumbar punctures for hydrocephalus associated with intraventricular hemorrhage. The patient progressed to requiring a ventricular tapping reservoir and eventually a ventriculoperitoneal shunt. The patient presented for suspected shunt malfunction 4 years after placement of his ventriculoperitoneal shunt, and the migrated ventricular tapping system was discovered. The authors discuss several management strategies that could be used to prevent this complication.